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Sir,  
 I request that the following matter may kindly be published in your esteemed daily: 

 
Price forecast for Thaipattam crops 

Thai Pattam (Jan-Feb) is one of the major seasons for sowing of many agricultural 
crops in Tamil Nadu. The crops are raised under irrigated conditions in this season. The 
major commercial crops sown during this season are maize, groundnut and small onion and 
farmers are eager to know what would be the prices of these commodities during their 
harvest. This information is essential to them to take a right sowing decision. To help them 
in doing so Domestic and Export Market Intelligence Cell functioning in Centre for 
Agricultural and Rural Development Studies, Tamil Nadu Agricultural University is now 
releasing its price forecast for these crops. 

 
Maize 

India produced 21.6 million tonnes of maize from an area of 8.67 million hectares in 
2011-12. Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Rajasthan and Uttar 
Pradesh together contribute 60 per cent of area and 70 per cent of maize production in 
India.  Karnataka produced 4.1 million tonnes of maize from 1.3 million hectares in the year 
2011-12. Tamil Nadu attained fourth position in Indian maize production as against seventh 
a year before, because of the highest productivity of 5176.4 kg/ha and larger cultivation.  
The Agriculture Department, Government of India reported that 14.89 million tonnes was 
produced in kharif, 2012, which was 8.19 per cent lesser than the previous year.  Trade 
sources reported that this year, the late monsoon has hindered the production of maize in 
almost all the major growing States.  

 
Even though Maize is cultivated almost all round the year, farmers with irrigation 

facilities only could grow maize during Thai Pattam. The produce will come to harvest by 
April & May 2013. Currently in Tamil Nadu, the price is ruling around Rs.1350 to Rs.1400 
per quintal. NAIP-Domestic and Export Market Intelligence Cell functioning in Tamil Nadu 
Agricultural University analyzed the sixteen years prices that prevailed in Udumalpet 
market and predicted that the price will be ruling above Rs.1450 per quintal during April to 
June, 2013, i.e., during harvest of Thai sown crop. The continuous demand for maize in 
poultry industry and good export demand will help the prices to rule around higher side. 
Based on this, farmers are recommended to go for maize sowing in Thai pattam and get 
higher prices. They are advised to sow varieties/ hybrids with bold grains to fetch better 

 



prices. In 100 gram of maize grain if the number of grains is less than 350, higher prices 
could be received by farmers. 

 
Groundnut  

India is one of the largest producers of oilseeds in the world. It ranks first in area and 
seventh in production at global level in oilseeds. According to the Solvent Extractors' 
Association (SEA) of India, the total vegetable oil imports in October 2012 was 1,036,107 
tonnes, up from 993,912 tonnes in the previous month. The import forecast includes 7.88 
million tonnes of palm oil, 1.20 million tonnes of soybean oil and 1 million tonne of 
sunflower oil during 2012-13 oil year. India imports vegetable oils from Indonesia, 
Malaysia and Argentina, etc. 

 
In India, groundnut production in Kharif 2011-12 was 41.75 lakh tonnes and in 

2012-13, the kharif production is estimated at 26.20 lakh tonnes as per estimates of Solvent 
Extractors Association of India. The major States growing groundnut are Gujarat, Andhra 
Pradesh, Rajasthan, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu and Maharashtra. Gujarat occupies the first 
position in production (42.51 %), followed by Andhra Pradesh (13.17%), Rajasthan 
(13.17%), Karnataka (8.38 %), Tamil Nadu (8.38 %) and Maharashtra (4.31 %). In Tamil 
Nadu, groundnut is cultivated in around 4.89 lakh hectares and about 10.26 lakh tonnes of 
groundnut is produced with an average yield of 1775 Kg/ha. Major groundnut producing 
districts are Tiruvannamalai, Villupuram, Vellore, Kancheepuram, Namakkal and Erode.  

 
        To facilitate the farmers in taking a better decision on sowing groundnut in 
Thaipattam, the NAIP- Domestic and Export Market Intelligence Cell (DEMIC) analyzed 
the past 15 year prices prevailed in Sevur regulated market. The econometric analysis of 
groundnut prices revealed that farmers could get a price of Rs.48 to 50/ kg of dried 
groundnut pods during April, May 2013. In Erode district, groundnut is mostly sold for use 
in confectionary and hence the prices are always higher than in other districts. Based on the 
above price, farmers are recommended to take their sowing decision.   
 
Small onion 

Small onion is cultivated all through the year as it is one of the profitable vegetables. 
According to trade sources, this year the area under small onion has decreased because of 
less rain fall. According to National Horticultural Research and Development Foundation 
(NHRDF), area and production of onion in Tamil Nadu were 22,270 hectares (ha) and 
3,33,870 tonnes, respectively during 2011-12. Perambalur district in Tamil Nadu occupies 
24 per cent of the area under onion. The other districts cultivating onion are Tiruchirapalli, 
Tiruppur, Dindigul, Tirunelveli, Namakkal, Erode, Thoothukudi, Virudhunagar, and 
Coimbatore. Among these Perambalur, Tiruchirapalli, Tiruppur and Dindigul contribute 
more than 60 per cent of the onion area and production in the State. 

 
            In October, November months the arrivals were largely from stocks. Trade sources 
informed that due to less arrival the price has increased to Rs.40 and above in November 
2012 and exports also decreased. At present the market is receiving the harvested produce 
from Thoothukudi, Tiruchirapalli, Dindigul and Coimbatore districts. Arrivals from 
Karnataka would be from February to March end. The current farm price of small onion is 
around Rs.30 per kg. 



           The farmers are enquiring about sowing of small onion in Thai Pattam. Hence, to 
facilitate their sowing decisions, NAIP- Domestic and Export Market Intelligence Cell 
(DEMIC) analyzed the past 15 year prices prevailed in Dindigul market and also conducted 
market surveys which revealed that the farm price for small onion will be around Rs. 22-25 
per kg in April to June, 2013 i.e., during harvest. Hence it is recommended that farmers 
may go for small onion cultivation in Thai Pattam based on the above price. 
 
For further details contact: 

Domestic and Export Market Intelligence Cell, 
Centre for Agricultural and Rural Development Studies, 
Tamil Nadu Agricultural University, 
Coimbatore-641 003. 
Phone: 0422-2431405 

 
For Technical Details please contact: 
1. Dr.G. Nallathambi 
 Professor (Maize Breeding) 
 Centre for Plant Breeding and Genetics 

Tamil Nadu Agricultural University 
Coimbatore-641 003,  
Phone: 0422-2450507 
Cell no: 9486913279 

2.        Dr. K. Ganesamoorthy, 
           Professor and Head, 
 Department of Oil Seeds, 
 Tamil Nadu Agricultural University, 
 Coimbatore-641 003. 
 Phone No: - 0422-2450812 
 Mobile No: - 9360339737 
3.        Dr. L.Pugalenthi, 
           Professor & Head, 
 Department of Vegetable crops, 
           Horticulture College and Research Institute, 
 Tamil Nadu Agricultural University, 
 Coimbatore-641 003. 
 Phone No: - 0422-6611283 

Mobile No: - 9443498469 
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Iah/  
              fPnH Fwpg;gplg;gl;Ls;s bra;jp tptuj;jpid j';fsJ nkyhd ehspjHpy; 
gpuRhpf;FkhW md;g[ld; ntz;Lfpnwd;. 

 

ijg;gl;lg; gaph;fSf;fhd tpiy Kd;dwptpg;g[  
 

jkpH;ehl;oy; ijg;gl;lk; ($dthp-gpg;uthp) ntshz; tpijg;g[f;F cfe;j fhykhFk;. 
,g;gl;lj;jpy; ePh;g;ghrdk; \yk; ntshz; tpis bghUl;fs; cw;gj;jp bra;ag; gLfpd;wd. 
kf;fhr;nrhsk;/ epyf;fliy kw;Wk; rpd;d bt';fhak; nghd;w Kf;fpag; gaph;fs;  
,g;gl;lj;jpy; tpijf;fg;gLfpd;wd. ,g;gUtj;jpy; gaphpl;lhy;/ mWtilapd; nghJ vd;d 
tpiy fpilf;Fk; vd;gij bjhpe;J bfhs;s tptrhapfs; Mh;tkhf cs;sdh;. tptrhapfs; 
tpijg;g[ gw;wpa rhpahd Kot[fis vLg;gjw;F nkw;fz;l jfty;fs;; njitahf cs;sd. 
mth;fSf;F cjt[k; tifapy; jkpH;ehL ntshz;ikg; gy;fiyf;fHfj;jpy; cs;s ntshz; 
kw;Wk; Cuf nkk;ghl;L Ma;t[ ikaj;jpd; fPH; ,a';fp tUk; njrpa ntshz; g[Jikj; 
jpl;lj;jpd; cs;ehl;L kw;Wk; Vw;Wkjp re;ijj; jfty; ikakhdJ ijg; gl;lg; gaph;fSf;F 
tpiy Kd;dwptpg;ig btspapl;Ls;sJ. 

 
kf;fhr;nrhsk; 
 

,e;jpah 2011-12 y; 21.6 kpy;ypad; ld; kf;fhr;nrhsj;ij 8.67 kpy;ypad; vf;lhpy; 
cw;gj;jp bra;jJ. fh;ehlfh/ Me;jpug;gpunjrk;/ kfhuh#;ouh/ jkpH;ehL/ ,uh$!;jhd; kw;Wk; 
cj;jpug; gpunjrk; Mfpa khepy';fs;/ kf;fhr;nrhsg; gug;gpy; 60 rjtPjKk; kw;Wk; 
cw;gj;jpapy; 70 rjtPjKk; g';fspf;fpd;wd. 2011-12 y; fh;ehlf khepyk;  4.1 kpy;ypad; ld; 
kf;fhr;nrhsj;ij 1.3 kpy;ypad; vf;lhpy; cw;gj;jp bra;jJ. kf;fhr;nrhs cw;gj;jpapy; 
,e;jpahtpy; fle;j Mz;L VHhkplj;jpy; ,Ue;j jkpHfk; mjpf cw;gj;jpj;jpwd; (5176.4 
fpnyh / vf;lh;) kw;Wk; mjpfg; gug;g[ fhuzkhf ,e;j Mz;L ehd;fhk; ,lj;jpy; cs;sJ. 
,e;jpa murpd; ntshz; Jiwapd; fzf;fPl;od; go 2012k; Mz;L fhPg; gUtj;jpy; 14.89 
kpy;ypad; ld; kf;fhr;nrhsk; cw;gj;jp MdJ. ,J fle;j Mz;ilf; fhl;oYk; 8.19 rjtPjk; 
FiwthFk;. th;j;jf \y';fspd;go/ ,e;j Mz;L fhPg; gUtj;jpy; fhyk; jtwpa 
gUtkiHapdhy; kf;fhr;nrhsk; gaphpLk; midj;J khepy';fspYk; tpijg;g[ 
Fiwe;Js;sJ. 

 
kf;fhr;nrhsk; Mz;L KGtJk; gaphplg;gl;lhYk;/ ghrd trjpa[s;s tptrhapfs; 

kl;Lk; ijg; gl;lj;jpy; kf;fhr;nrhsk; gaphpLth;. ,g;gUtj;jpy; tpijf;Fk; kf;fhr;nrhsk; 
Vg;uy; kw;Wk; nk 2013,y; mWtilf;F tUk;. jkpH;ehl;oy; kf;fhr;nrhsk; jw;nghJ 
Ftpz;lhy; +.1350ypUe;J +.1400 tiu tpw;fg;gLfpwJ. jkpH;ehL ntshz;ikg; 
gy;fiyf;fHfj;jpy; cs;s ntshz; kw;Wk; Cuf nkk;ghl;L Ma;t[ ikaj;jpd; fPH; ,a';fp 
tUk; njrpa ntshz; g[Jikj; jpl;lj;jpd; cs;ehl;L kw;Wk; Vw;Wkjp re;ijj; jfty; ikak; 
fle;j 16 Mz;Lfshf cLkiyg;ngl;il re;ijapy; epytpa kf;fhr;nrhs tpiyfis 

 



Ma;t[ bra;J Kot[fis btspapl;Ls;sJ. Ma;t[ Kot[fspd; go ijg;gl;l gaph; 
mWtilf;F tUk; 2013 Vg;uy; Kjy; $%d; tiu Ftpz;lhy; xd;Wf;F +.1450f;F nky; 
fpilf;f tha;g;g[fs; cs;sd. nfhHpg;gz;iz epWtd';fspd; kf;fhr;nrhsj; njit 
kw;Wk; Vw;Wkjpj; njit cah;t[ Mfpa fhuz';fspdhy; tpiy VWKfj;jpy; ,Uf;Fk;. 
Mfnt tptrhapfs; tUk; ijg;gl;lj;jpy; kf;fhr;nrhsk; tpijf;f rpghhpR 
bra;ag;gLfpd;wdh;. nkYk; ey;y tpiy fpilf;f bghpa kzpfs; fpilf;Fk; ,uf';fis 
njh;t[ bra;a mwpt[Wj;jg;gLfpd;wdh;. 100 fpuhk; kf;fhr;nrhsj;jpy; 350f;Fk; Fiwthd 
kzpfs; ,Ug;gpd; tptrhapfSf;F ey;y tpiy fpilf;Fk;. 

 
epyf; fliy 

cyfstpy; vz;bza; tpj;Jf;fspy; kpfg;bghpa cw;gj;jpahsh;fspy; ,e;jpaht[k; 
xd;whFk;. vz;bza; tpj;Jf;fspy;  gug;gstpy; ,e;jpah Kjy; ,lj;jpYk; cw;gj;jpapy; 
VHhk; ,lj;jpYk; cs;sJ. vz;bza; gpHpnthh; r';fj;jpd; go/ jhtu vz;bza; ,wf;Fkjp 
mf;nlhgh; 2012y; 1/036/107 ld;dhft[k;/ mjw;F Ke;ija khjj;jpy; 993/912 ld;dhft[k; 
,Ue;jJ. 2012-13y; jhtu vz;bza; ,wf;Fkjp Kiwna ghkhapy; 7.88 kpy;ypad; 
ld;dhft[k;/ nrhah vz;bza; 1.20 kpy;ypad; ld;dhft[k; kw;Wk; Nhpafhe;jp vz;bza; 1 
kpy;ypad; ld;dhft[k; ,Uf;Fk; vd fzpf;fg; gl;Ls;sJ. ,e;njhndrpah/ knyrpah kw;Wk; 
mh;b$d;ildh Mfpa ehLfspypUe;J jhtu vz;bzia  ,e;jpah ,wf;Fkjp bra;fpwJ.  
 

,e;jpa vz;bza; gpHpnthh; r';fj;jpd; Ma;t[ mwpf;ifapd; go 2011-12k; Mz;L 
fhPg; gUtj;jpy; epyf;fliy cw;gj;jp 41.75 ,yl;rk; ld;fshFk;. ,J  2012-13y; Rkhh; 26.20 
,yl;rk; ld;fshf ,Uf;Fk; vd vjph;gh;f;fg;gLfpwJ. F$uhj;/ Me;jpug;gpunjrk;/ 
,uh$!;jhd;/ fh;ehlfh/ jkpH;ehL kw;Wk; kfhuh#;ouh Mfpa khepy';fspy; epyf;fliy 
mjpfkhf gaphplg;gLfpwJ. epyf;fliy cw;gj;jpapy; F$uhj; (42.51%) Kjy; ,lj;jpYk; 
mjidj; bjhlh;e;J Me;jpug;gpunjrk; (13.17%), ,uh$!;jhd; (13.17%), fh;ehlfh/ 
(8.38%), jkpH;ehL (8.38%) kw;Wk; kfhuh#;ouh (4.31%) Mfpa khepy';fSk; cs;sd. 
jkpH;ehl;oy; epyf;fliy gapupLk; gug;g[ 4.89 ,yl;rk; vf;luhft[k;/ bkhj;j cw;gj;jp 10.26 
,yl;rk; ld;fshft[k;/ cw;gj;jpj;jpwd; vf;lUf;F 1775 fpnyh vd;w mstpYk; cs;sd. 
jpUtz;zhkiy/ tpGg;g[uk;/ ntY}h;/ fh";rpg[uk;/ ehkf;fy; kw;Wk; <nuhL Mfpad 
epyf;fliy cw;gj;jpapy; Kf;fpa khtl;l';fshFk;. 

 
 tptrhapfs; tpijg;g[ gw;wpa rhpahd Kot[fis vLg;gjw;F cjt[k; tifapy; 
cs;ehl;L kw;Wk; Vw;Wkjp re;ijj; jfty; ikakhdJ 20 tUl fhykhf nrt{h;; 
xG';FKiw tpw;gidf; Tl';fspy; epytpa epyf;fliy tpiyfis Ma;t[ bra;jJ. Ma;t[ 
Kot[fspd; go 2013 Vg;uy;/ nk khj';fspy; nrt{h; xG';FKiw tpw;gidf; Tlj;jpy; 
epyf;fliyf;F (fliyf; fha;) fpnyh xd;Wf;F +.48-50 tiuapYk; tpiy fpilf;f 
tha;g;g[s;sJ. <nuhL khtl;lj;jpy; tpw;gidahFk; epyf;fliy bghJthf kpl;lha;f;Fg; 
gad;gLj;jg;gLtjhy; kw;w khtl;l';fis tpl nrt{hpy; mjpf tpiy fpilf;fpwJ. 
nkw;fz;l tpiy Kd;dwptpg;ig mog;gilahff; bfhz;L tptrhapfs; ijg;gl;lj;jpy; 
epyf;fliy tpijg;g[ Kot[fis vLf;Fk; go rpghhpR bra;ag; gLfpd;wdh;.  
 
rpd;d bt';fhak; 

rpd;d bt';fhak;  ,yhgfukhd gapuhf ,Ug;gjhy; jw;nghJ ,J Mz;L 
KGtJk; bjhlh;r;rpahf gaph; bra;ag;gl;L tUfpwJ. th;j;jf \y';fspd; go/ ,e;j tUlk; 
rpd;d bt';fhaj;jpd; gug;g[/ Fiwe;j kiHast[ fhuzkhf  Fiwe;Jtpl;lJ.  kj;jpa 
murpd; njrpa njhl;lf;fiy Muha;r;rp kw;Wk; tsh;r;rp ikaj;jpd; fzf;fPl;od; go/ 
jkpH;ehl;od; gug;g[ kw;Wk; cw;gj;jp 2011-2012y; Kiwna 22/270 vf;luhft[k; kw;Wk; 3/33/870 
ld;fshft[k; cs;sd. jkpH;ehl;oy;; bt';fha rhFgog; gug;gpy; bguk;gY}h; khtl;lk; 24 
rjtPjk; g';Ftfpf;fpwJ. jpUr;rp/ jpUg;g{h;/ jpz;Lf;fy;/ jpUbey;ntyp/ ehkf;fy;/ <nuhL/ 



J}j;Jf;Fo/ tpUJefh; kw;Wk; nfhak;g[j;J}h; Mfpad bt';fhak; cw;gj;jp bra;a[k; kw;w 
Kf;fpa khtl;l';fshFk;. ,tw;wpy; bguk;gY}h;/ jpUr;rp/ jpUg;g{h;/ jpz;Lf;fy; Mfpa 
khtl;l';fs; rhFgog; gug;g[ kw;Wk; cw;gj;jpapy; 60 rjtPjj;jpw;Fk; nky; g';fspf;fpd;wd.   

 
mf;nlhgh;/ etk;gh; khjj;jpy; rpd;d bt';fhak; ,Ug;gpy; ,Ue;J jhd; te;J 

bfhz;oUe;jJ. th;j;jf \y';fspd; go Fiwthd tuj;jpdhy; etk;gh; 2012y; tpiy 
+.40f;F nky;; cah;e;jJ/ kw;Wk; Vw;Wkjpa[k; Fiwe;jJ.  jw;nghJ J}j;Jf;Fo/ jpUr;rp/ 
jpz;Lf;fy; kw;Wk; nfhit khtl;l';fspypUe;J re;ijf;F tuj;J te;J 
bfhz;oUf;fpd;wd. fh;ehlfhtpypUe;J gpg;uthp Kjy; khh;r; ,Wjptiu tuj;J tUk; vd 
vjph;ghh;f;fg;gLfpwJ. jw;nghJ gz;iz tpiy  fpnyh xd;Wf;F ruhrhpahf +.30 Mf 
cs;sJ.  

 
tptrhapfs; tpijg;g[ gw;wpa Kot[fis vLf;f VJthf  fle;j 15 Mz;Lfshf 

jpz;Lf;fy; re;ijapy; epytpa rpd;d bt';fhaj;jpd; tpiyia  cs;ehl;L kw;Wk; Vw;Wkjp 
re;ijj; jfty; ikak; Muha;e;jJ. Ma;t[ Kot[fspd;go ijg;gl;lj;jpy; elt[ bra;jhy; 
rpd;d bt';fhaj;jpw;F mWtil rkaj;jpy; mjhtJ Vg;uy; Kjy; $%d; khjk; tiu fpnyh 
xd;Wf;F +.22 Kjy; 25 tiu tpiy fpilf;f mjpf tha;g;g[fs; cs;sd.  

 

nkYk; tptu';fSf;F bjhlh;g[ bfhs;s: 
 cs;ehl;L kw;Wk; Vw;Wkjp re;ijj;  jfty; ikak; / 
 ntshz; kw;Wk; Cuf nkk;ghl;L Ma;t[ ikak;/ 
 jkpH;ehL ntshz;ikg; gy;fiyf;fHfk;/  

nfhak;g[j;J}h;-641003 
 bjhiyngrp: 0422-2431405 
 

bjhHpy;El;g tptu';fSf;F bjhlh;g[ bfhs;s: 
1.         Kidth;. $p. ey;yjk;gp 

nguhrphpah; 
gaph; ,dg;bgUf;fk; kw;Wk; kugpay; ikak;/ 
jkpH;ehL ntshz;ikg; gy;fiyf;fHfk;/ 
nfhak;g[j;J}h;-641 003 
bjhiyngrp vz;: 0422-2450507 
miyngrp            : 94869 13279 

2.        Kidth;. F.fnzr\h;j;jp/ 
 nguhrphpah; kw;Wk; jiyth;/ 
 vz;bza; tpj;Jf;fs; Jiw/ 
 jkpH;ehL ntshz;ikg; gy;fiyf;fHfk;/ 
           nfhaKj;J}h;-641 003 
 bjhiyngrp vz; - 0422-2450812 
 miyngrp vz;    - 93603 39737  
3.       Kidth;/ vy;. g[fnHe;jp  
 nguhrpupah; kw;Wk; jiyth;/ 
 fha;fwpg; gaph;fs; Jiw/ 
           njhl;lf;fiyf; fy;Yhup kw;Wk; Muha;r;rp epiyak;/ 
           jkpH;ehL ntshz;ikg; gy;fiyf;fHfk;/ 
           nfhaKj;J}h;-641 003 
           bjhiyngrp vz; -0422-6611283 
           miyngrp vz;    - 94434 98469 
 

kf;fs; bjhlh;g[ mYtyh; 


